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- WE did not publish The Theatrical Observer on Saturday, 
it being kept as a strict holiday in honour of his late Majesty, 
whose mortal remains were consigned to the tomb in the Evening. 
The Theatres were all closed that and the previous day, when 
the body of the late King lay instate. On the death of George the 
Second allthe Theatres were shut for a period of six weeks, and 
at the time of the decease ofGeorge theT hird, for three weeks. The 
present arrangement was considerately made by his lateMajesty on 
the demise of his brother, George the Fourth, as so many families 
dependent on the Theatres were seriously affected by the long 
closing of the Theatres. At these periods managers were not, as 
now, glad to seize on any fair excuse to suspend their perfor- 
mances. 

It is expected that Drury Lane will close at the end of this 
week, and that the Lyceum will open on Monday next, when 
many of the Operatic portion of the Drury Lane company will 
be transferred there. Balfe’s Opera of Catherine Grey, and ‘a 
‘new Farce by Peake, in which Mr. Compton will make his 
début, are named as the opening pieces. 

Victor Hugo, the celebrated French author and dramatist, has 
been promoted to the rank of officer, and his brother dramatist, 
Alexander Dumas, to that of chevalier of the Legion of Honor, 

Some years ago, on the night'that Mr.Rayner took his Benefit at 
m Kiderminster, the Theatre, which wasin the yard of a large inn, 

was s0 filled in every part, that it was impossible to change 
a single scene during the whole of the performance, as the stage 
was crowded as well as the audience part of theTheatre, a number 
of persons who were outside Were unable to force their way in 
by any means. One person, who had come a considerable distance 
to witness the performance, proposed that the gates of the inn yard 
i should be closed, and that each person sbould pay for his admission 
and depart in peace, provided that Rayner would sing them a song, 
he accordingly, without a moment’s hesitation, assented to their 
wishes, and mounted a hogshead which stood inthe yard, and 
with the accompaniment of a single violin, gave them one of his 
best sonys, at the conclusion of which the whole audience gave 
him three cheers and immediately left the place appearantly well 
satisfied. 

Stage Customs.—Several customs wkich were formerly. pre- 
valent upon the stage, would disgust the audience of the present 
day, though it cannot be denied that they endure as great or 
greater absurdities.» The appearance of Banquo’s ridiculous 
ghost for instance is not only tolerated, but insisted upon, for 
when Kemble’s good sense induced him to banish it from the 
stage, the gods would not rest till. their beloved rawhegd and 
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bloody bones was restored to them, yet the very people who ap- 
plaud this vile piece of mummery, would very probably ‘be the 
first to exclaim against the introduction of the ghosts of Jaffer 
and Pierre, in the concludisg scene of Venice Preserved, as 
outraging all propriety. Such, however, was the custom so lately 


fm as 1770, as will be seen by the following extract from the “‘Dra- 


matic Censor,” published ia that vear.—‘* From an invincible 
antipathy to all embodied ghoSts, except’ the most pardonable 
one of Hamlet’s father, we think the appearance of Jaffier and 
his friend would be more justifiable, as the effect of imagination, 
than rising through trap doors with whitened faces and bloody 
shirts, those childish expedients.’’ The dance of spirits during Ca- 
therine’s sleep in the fourth actof Henry the Eight, is another 
piece of stage shew whica it has beea thought expedient to dis- 


f pense with of late years. its introduction in former days is 


proved by a speech of Mr. Bayes, in ‘* The Rehearsal,’’ act 1, 
scene V. ‘“‘Oh Lord! oh Lord! oat, out, out! Did ever mea 
spirit a good thing so? No figure, po ear, no time, nothing! 
Udsookers, you danee worse than the aogels in Henry the 
Eighth, or the fat spirits in The Tempest, egad!" | 








Fashionable Lounges. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer, 
Dar Ma. Evitoa,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon— but will you 
excuse me—I have to mention that I've arranged so as to rub shoulders with my 
friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town 


‘Ll address this letter from White’s celebrated Cigas Depot, 415, Strand, where 


I Gill my box with exquisue snuff, a get some Havannahs—a delightfyi lounge. 
Monday, I am to be found at the Dionama, Regent’s Park, where there is a 
new and splendid view of the Basilica of St. Paul, near Rome—tho transition 
of the building from its perfect state to that of its desolation by fire, is both 
beautiful and astonishing. The other view, the Village of Alagna, destroyed by 


m an avalanche, with al! its beauties of light and shade, is quite a chef d’ euvre. 


Afterwards escorted Mrg.P.to the CoLosszum,—visited the Conservatoriee— 
Fountains—-Caverus—YViews of Stupeudous London, and other delightful and 
interesting Views.—The Optical Gajlery—Wonders of the Microscope, &c. &c. 
Admission 1s. 

Find every day a numerous company assembled at S. Isaacs, 131, Regent 
Street, quite enraptured at Leonardo da Vioci’s beautful masterpicce of art, 
the celebrated Picture of Leda Castor and Pollux, painted for Francis the 
First,—beautiful subject—delightful imagary, and like its excellent painter, 
sure to draw ! 

Why is Paratne’s splendid Summer stock of Hata, like celebrated perfor 
mers ?-—because they are waterproof iike Reeve—elegant like Vestris—durable 
as Braham—& light as the step of Taglioni! They are as cheap as theBoxeg at 
reduced prices, & as well known as the finest Opera, forPzraine Caps them alt. 

Wednesday. visited Madame Tussaud’s elegant and interesting Exhibitioa 
Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square. Many beautiful 
and new additions—The Queen, the Duchess of Kent, the lamented Malibran, 
aud theMurderer Greenacre.—fac similies from life!—the dresses truly superb. 

The Exhibition of British Artists, Suffolk Street, Pati Mall, is again open, 
attracting numerous visitors with elegant specimens of native talent.—Many 
chef-d’ceuvres of art equal to some of the best ov the Ancient and Modern Mas- 


B ters—excellent Portraits and Brilliant Landscapes.—-Admission One Shilling. 


Called on friend Evans at his Hotel, Piazza, Covent Garden, to visit his 
splendidCoffee Room, had an excellent cofee-room dinner for 2s. After my refresh- 
ment pop’t into the Harmonie Meeting held down stairs as usual, so pleased 
stayed there a week, for which I only paid a Guinea for bed. & breakfast, by 
the bye an excellent Table d Hote evgny Wednesday & Saturday at half-past >, 

On Saturday, | examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, leicester 


Square —just added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg & 


pardoa—Your’s &c._—PAUL PRY. 
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This Evening, the Opera of 


FIDELIO. 


Don Fernando G6 Selva, osicccssccns Me BAKER, 
Don Pizarro, Mr GIUBILETI,, i 
Don Florestanu, (a State Pr isoner) Mr WILSON, 
Rocco, (a Gaoler) Mr SEGUIN, 
nari (Porter of the Prison,) Mr DURUSET, 
Leonora ("or Asya Madame S. DEVRIENT 
" Marceline, (Rocco’s Daughter,) Miss BETT S,: 


The Chorusses under the Directton of Mr HARRIS. 
Messrs. Atkins, Butler, Chant, Healy, Jones, Walsb, Macarthy, 
Price, S. Tett, C. Test, Birt, Miller, &e.’ 
Mesdames Allcroft, Boden, R. Baden’ Butler, . Conseliy, ) ost, 
_ Goodwin, Haoghes, -&c. &c. : 
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After which, the Second Act of the Ballet of The .«: . 


e RN « a 
Devil cn Two Sticks. 
Asmodeus, Mr WIELAND, Cleophas, Mr G, GILBERT, 
Doa Giles, Mr F. SUTTON, Bollaspada, Mr HOWELE. 


Florinda, Miss BALLIN, Paquita, Madame P.GIUBILET , 
Dona Dorothea, Miss LEE, . Susanna, Miss. PINCOTT, 








To conclude with, the Last Act of Beilini’s Opera of 


Romeo and Juliet. 


Romeo, Madame SCHROEDER DEVRIENT, 
Juliet, coccrccess COD CHET OE HAGE MEG EE CO:He e Biss RAINFORTH. 





To-morrow, there will be no Performance; :' 








Theatre Royal, Hay=-Market. 


This Evening, (8th time) a Tragedy, in Five Acts, entitled 


THE BRIDAL; 


Arcanes, (King of Rhodes) Mr HAINES, 
4 ng MrMACREADY, 
Aminton, Mr ELTON, _ Lysippus, Mr SAVILLE, 
Diphilus, Mr J. WEBSTER, Calianax, Mr SELBY, 
Cleon, Mr WORRELL, Strato,Mr HARRIS, 
Diagoras, Mr HART, Assassin, MrANDREWS, 


Evadne, Miss HUDDART, 








Aspatia,....e.... sss eeesserece eres Miss TAYLOR, | 


Antiphila, Miss E. PHILLIPS, 
Cleanthe, ix. 06--.-csseccece . Miss. WRIGHTEN, 
Olympias, MissGALLOT, Dula, Mrs HUMBY, 


After which, (13th Time) a Farce, in One Act, called 


MY YOUNG WIFE! 
And MY OZD UMBRELLA!! 


Gregory Grizzle, Mr W. FARREN, 
dg, Serrreerr rer y .-Mr STRICKLAND, 


George Allen, Mr J. WEBSTER, 








Augustus Tompkins, .......00.. . Mr WEBSTER, 


Dianah, Miss E. PHILLIPS. 


To conclude with, the Comedy of 


Sevting and Autumn, 


Sir Simon Slack, Mr W. FARREN, 
Major Osmond,......--.+- + +: Mr J. WEBSTER, 
Rattle, Mr VINING,,. 
eer ee evineneétceeeneed Mr ROSS, 


Mrs Rattle, Mrs wW. CLIFFORD, 
Mrs General Dartmouth......... Mrs GLOVER, 
Clara, Miss E. PHILLIPS. 


To-morrow, (First Time) a Drama, to be called A Tale of a 
Tub, Married Life, My Young Wife-and. My- Old. Umbrella, 
and Make Your Wills. 


Printed and Published, every Morring, by E.& J,. Thomas, 6, Exeter Street’ 
Exeter Hall, Strand.—All Letters te be pess paid: —Printing i in General. 
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